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In the Application of: 

Inventors : Appleford et al. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .56. the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A. One copy of each 
reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the rcfcrcnce(s) be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This information disclosure statement, tiled in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97, 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. Further, the filing of this 
information disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited herein is. or is considered to be. material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(b) 

XX 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 

of the U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. No certification or fee is required. 

2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 

months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance. 
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a. Each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

b. No item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or. to my 
knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 
C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2). 

c. Attached is our check no. in the amount of $1 80.00 

in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p). Please credit or 
debit Deposit Account No. 02-2262 as needed to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies 
of this paper are attached. 

3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 

months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or 
Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. It is hereby requested 
that the Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Attached is our check 

no. in the amount of $130.00 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 

1 .1 7(i)( 1 ). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 02-2262 as needed to 
ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this 
paper are attached. 

a. Hach item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

b. No item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
oiTicc in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge 
alter making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
1.97(e)(2). 
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4. The relevance of the cited foreign language references is indicated on the 

International Preliminary Search Report (copy enclosed). 

Respectfully submitted. 
BIKBHL& FRENCH 

< 

By jTiuA / r Jrf ,s 

Michael D. Folkerts 
Reg. No. 33.348 

35 East First Street 
Dayton. Ohio 45402 
(937)461-4543 

February 28. 2002 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete it Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art I nit 



Examiner Name 



Herewith 



David L:. Apple ford 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



BAR 1 17 P2 



I'.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



I xaminer 
Initials' 



Document Number 
Number - Kind Code' ul known) 



Publication Date 
MM DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Doc ument 



Pages. Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



US 3.865.142 



US- 



02 1 1 1975 



Beeun et al. 



LS- 
US- 



US- 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


1 xaminer 
Initials* 


Cite 

No/ 


Foreiun Patent Document 

Country - Number" 1 -KindCodc 
Code' uiknovMi) 


Publication Date 
MM -DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Lines. 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 








WO 97 14206 


04 17 1997 


Invetech Operations Pty. 
Ltd. 










EP0 752 668 Al 


01 08 1997 


Sun Microsystems. Inc. 










GB 2 261 271 A 


05 12 1993 


Alpha Thames 
Engineering. Inc. 










(iB 2 202 561 A 


09 28 1988 


The British Petroleum 

Co. 







F. xaminer 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Herewith 



David E. Appleford 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



BAR 117 P2 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Kxaminei 
Initials* 


Cue 
No 1 


Include name of the auther (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title 
of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume- 
issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 


T 2 






P.L. HUN TER and T.W. JOHNSON; Fault Tolerant, Hot-Pluggable Power System Design; 
Proceedings of the Annual Applied Power Electronics Conference and Exposition; February 13, 
1994; 815-822; U.S. New York, IEEE, vol. CONF. 9 





















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPFP 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). : Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
attached. 

Harden Hour Statement: Tins form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime you are required to complete this form should he sent to the Chief Information 
Ofiice. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington. DC20231. DO NOT SF.ND ELKS OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant commissioner for Patents. Washington. DC 2023 1. 



